Suppression of urushiol-induced delayed-type hypersensitivity responses in mice with serum IgG immunoglobulin from human hyposensitized donors.
Serum IgG immunoglobulin fractions from human subjects hyposensitized to poison ivy/oak by oral administration of urushiol suppressed the induction of delayed-type hypersensitivity (DTH) responses in mice to this hapten. This suppressive activity was hapten specific because it did not modify DTH responses to dinitrofluorobenzene (DNFB). Absorption of human serum with lymph node cells from urushiolsensitized but not DNFB-sensitized mice removed the suppressive activity, suggesting that anti-idiotypic antibodies reacting with T-cell receptors are involved.